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President’s Message 
John Frankenfeld, CSFM, 
Town of Erie Parks and Rec 
President CSTMA Chapter      

At the end of my term, I would 
like to reflect and thank the 

board that I so proudly served 
with. Pat President, Steve Shoul-
tz; Vice President, Gabriel Aska-
mit; Directors, Josh DeJong, 
Abby McNeal, Chuck Klafka, Dar-
old Hughes, Kellen Stark; Com-
mercial Officers, Jeremy Potestio 
Jay Hayes and the glue that holds 
it all together Executive Director, 
Christi Clay. It was a pleasure 
working alongside these special 
people.  

As the association moves for-
ward it is my pleasure to intro-
duce the next President, Gabriel 
Askimat.  Gabriel brings leader-
ship and solid vision in where our 
association needs to go with true 

professionalism.  Alongside Ga-
briel will be Vice President Josh 
DeJong, another person that I 
feel that will steer the ship in the 
right direction.  Josh is a very 
driven and passionate person 
that loves his profession.  It is 
very exciting for me to turn over 
the reigns to two men that we as 
a board respect very much.

I am compelled to reach out to 
chapter members and encourage 
them to become a part of our 
board; we currently will have four 
openings due to term limits and 
advancement of officers.  This is 
an opportunity for you to expose 
yourself to leadership opportu-
nities and networking that will 
be invaluable to you.  My hope is 

that all of you take the risk and 
share with others your strengths, 
experiences and knowledge.  

My message has always been to 
strive to do your best in all facets 
of your profession, by exploring 
new technologies, networking 
and continuing education.  We 
have been very fortunate to 
follow in the footsteps of some 
of the top leaders in Sports Turf 
that had previously sat on this 
board at one time or anoth-
er.  Lets continue to honor the 
founding members by keeping 
Colorado Sports Turf Manager 
one of the top Chapters in the 
country.
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If you would like to submit a photograph for the Photo Quiz please send it to  
CSTMA, 4255 S. Buckley Road #426, Aurora, CO 80013 • call 720-935-3840 or email christi.clay@comcast.net.  

If your photograph is selected, you will receive full credit.  
All photos submitted will become property of Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association

CSTMA Photo Quiz 
Can you identify this sports turf problem?

Problem:  
Gravel and rocks spread out across the turf and 
adjacent sidewalk and a large depression in the 
turf.

Turfrgass Area:  
Soccer and Football mostly

Location: 
Foothills Community Park Multi-use fields

see answer on page 24

EVERGREEN™ TURF COVERS
Outsmart Mother Nature... Year Round!

With 30 years of field proven experience and
the longest warranties, EVERGREEN™ from
COVERMASTER is the smart choice

AHEAD OF THE GAME

Call Toll Free: 1-800-387-5808
Int’l: 416-745-1811 •  FAX: 416-742-6837
E-mail: info@covermaster.com
www.covermaster.com
© 2013 Covermaster Inc.

COVERMASTER™
covermaster.com/evad/

SMART EDGE TECHNOLOGY™
• Hems and grommets are not required
• Unlike Polypro fabrics, EVERGREEN™ will not unravel
• Can be cut to custom sizes and shapes on site
• Anchor pins can be placed anywhere on the cover

UNIQUE DESIGN CREATES A TRULY 4-SEASON TURF COVER
• Winter blanket • Early spring green-up • Summer overseeding

& repair • Frost protection • Extend your growing season

BE SURE TO ASK FOR EVERGREEN™, THE ONE WITH COLOR
• Provides additional light spectrum benefits for the turf
• Choose color based on your climate

The with and without look of natural turf
using the  EVERGREEN™ cover

Can be cut or shaped without fraying
thanks to Smart Edge Technology™

V3009 EG R COLO STMA 2015_T1025-A Feb&Nov BB/EG Sprttrf04  2015-01-12  5:15 PM  Page 1
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Seeding 

Using high seeding rates for athletic 
field renovation allows for faster 
ground coverage and provides bet-
ter competition with weeds, espe-
cially crabgrass. Higher than normal 
seeding rates of Kentucky bluegrass 
applied at 3–4 lbs./1,000 ft.2, and 
perennial ryegrass at 10–15 lbs./1,000 
ft.2 provide faster coverage. How-
ever, it is important to increase 
the fertilizer rate with these higher 
seeding rates. Applying seed with a 
drill seeder or drop spreader after 
hollow coring is preferred, according 
to an Iowa State Extension bulletin 
recently revised by Ryan S. Adams, 
lecturer and Extension specialist in 
turfgrass with Iowa State, and orig-
inally prepared by the legendary Dr. 
Dave Minner. 

A goal for grass-bare areas is for 
seeding to occur within 24 hours of 
discovery. Instead of waiting to seed 
and re-establish the grass once or 
twice per year, use multiple seeding 
events, as much as 6–10 times during 
the year. There is no bad time to 
seed, as some seedlings die, others 
will survive. It is not a waste of mon-
ey, but rather using seed as a build-
ing block for the future. Seed grass 
whenever the soil is exposed or loss 

of turf cover due to heavy traffic is 
anticipated. If there is any doubt that 
the field may not withstand the traf-
fic from the next game or practice, 
the seeding should have happened 
last week. 

Perennial ryegrass is often used 
to reseed damaged athletic fields 
because of its quick seed germi-
nation and establishment, as well 
as excellent wear tolerance. How-
ever, perennial ryegrass has poor 
to moderate heat tolerance. This 

moderate heat tolerance can cause 
summer “burn out” in non-irrigated 
fields. Instead of reseeding these 
areas every fall, consider adding a 
small percentage (less than 30%) 
of a low-maintenance and drought 
tolerant Kentucky bluegrass. Adding 
this small percentage of Kentucky 
bluegrass will reduce the likelihood 
of having to replace these areas. Tall 
fescue is known for its ability to han-
dle heavy traffic, hot temperatures 
and drought. The new, improved 
cultivars are finer in texture and are 
generally more aesthetically pleasing. 
With the introduction of new tall fes-
cue cultivars, it is being considered 
in many low-maintenance facilities 
with limited access to water. 

If Kentucky bluegrass and perennial 
ryegrass have failed, due to the lack 
of water, it may be time to try tall 
fescue. It is important to consider 
that while tall fescue can be used as 

Keeping Grass Between 
The Hashes Through 
The Season 

Sports Turf, July 2018
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an alternative to an adequate irriga-
tion system; it would be a mistake 
on soccer fields where a smooth 
ball-rolling surface is desired. Tall 
fescue’s excellent drought and traffic 
tolerance, coupled with its bunch 
type growth, can cause a clumpy 
and uneven playing surface when 
subjected to intense traffic and 
insufficient water. Should clumping 
become a problem, overseeding with 
additional tall fescue and temporary 
watering with a portable rain gun will 
be needed to regain adequate turf 
density and acceptable playing con-
ditions. The key is to not discourage 
use of tall fescue, instead emphasis 
that a temporary irrigation system 
may be necessary regardless of 
species choice. Watering as little as 
five times during the summer may be 
sufficient to maintain an acceptable 
tall fescue athletic field. 

Irrigation
 
Too much, too often, too shallow 
can all describe situations where 
irrigated athletic fields fail. As a 
general rule, turf should be allowed 
to slightly wilt before irrigation. At 

this stage of wilting, soils are well 
aerated because air has replaced the 
water that was removed from the 
soil pore space by the roots. Roots 
need water to grow, but they also 
need air-filled pore space. Excessively 
wet soils become anaerobic and can 
produce a distinct sulfur odor of 
rotten eggs. Root growth and overall 
plant health is poor in these anaer-
obic conditions. About 1–1 1/2 inches 
of water per week is sufficient for 
soil-based fields. Sand-based fields 
require more frequent watering than 
a native soil field. The best time to 
water is in the early morning hours, 
from 4 to 6 am, because of the limit-
ed moisture time on the leaf. As the 
sun rises, it quickly dries and reduc-
es the humidity and free moisture 
surrounding the grass plant. Midday 
watering, as well as dusk, may result 
in increased diseases and a loss of 
water because of evaporation 

Mid-season sod 
replacement 

Joe Traficano responded to our re-
quest for the “why, when, and how” 
about replacing the middle of the 

football field, or “the gut” as Joe said 
some people call it. Joe is sales man-
ager for West Coast Turf’s Arizona 
operations. 

Why. “Typically when the middle is 
replaced it is due to excessive wear 
from several games in a row that 
have caused the grass to become 
dirt, weather event such as rain, or 
outside activity like concerts. All 
of these contribute to why some 
portion of the field is replaced. The 
lack of turf does not provide good 
footing, a consistent level surface 
and for safety of the players. Anoth-
er why would be the look, everything 
outside the hash marks looks nice 
and green then you have a brown 
tint down the middle and it does not 
show well on television, especially 
now with the new HDTV,” Traficano 
wrote in an email. 

When. “The sports turf manager 
knows based on their experience, 
schedule, and weather when the 
field will be replaced. Typically the 
first 3-4 games there is no issue and 
the weather provides good growing 
conditions to have the grass recover 
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after each game, but once fall starts 
and the nights are cooler, the grass 
tends to shut down and the density 
of the grass is decreased. Also a rain 
event during a game depending on 
how well it drains will dictate if it 
needs to be replaced or not.” 

How. Sports turf managers look at 
their schedule and map out a tenta-
tive plan based on their experience 
on when to replace the field. Prior 
to any work being done, he/she will 
let the school know that this week 
is closed for potential work on field 
so there is nothing scheduled, then 
contact the sod grower, contractor 
to remove the grass, and grading 
company so they can be prepared 
for this work. This type of organiza-
tion is essential due to the limited 
time they have to finish the project. 
It is not uncommon to remove the 
grass on Monday, put new grass in 
on Tuesday and play on Saturday or 
Sunday. That is the new norm.” 

Topdressing with crumb rubber 
Thanks to Kyley Dickson, PhD, for 
allowing us to sample from his 
research (with Doc Sorock!) at 

the University of Tennessee on the 
impact of crumb rubber on traffic 
tolerance in hybrid bermudagrass: 

Topdressing is one method that 
field managers use to mitigate some 
of the negative impacts of traffic. 
Topdressing has been identified as a 
way to reduce undulation, increas-
es water infiltration, aids in thatch 
decomposition, modifies topsoil, and 
improves surface firmness. Crumb 
rubber generated from recycled au-
tomotive tires can be used as a top-
dressing medium on athletic fields. 
Prior research has shown that when 
subjected to traffic, topdressing with 
crumb rubber was more effective in 
increasing Kentucky bluegrass cover 
and shear strength than topdressing 
with sand. Additionally, Kentucky 
bluegrass cover increased with 
crumb rubber topdressing rate. 

Increased wear tolerance and 
decreased surface hardness and 
soil bulk density were observed in 
‘Tifway’ hybrid bermudagrass as well 
as ‘Riviera’ and ‘Quickstand’ common 
bermudagrass when topdressed 
with one inch (0.04 – 0.09 in par-

ticle size range) of crumb rubber. 
Similar results might be achieved 
using less crumb rubber of a small-
er particle size, as they more fully 
envelope stoloniferous meristems of 
bermudagrass compared to larger 
particles. The goal of this study was 
to determine optimal crumb rubber 
particle size and topdressing depth 
combinations for use on hybrid ber-
mudagrass athletic fields. 

All depths of crumb rubber top-
dressing maintained green cover 
longer than nontopdressed control 
plots. Only 12 traffic events reduced 
green cover below 50% on non-top-
dressed control plots compared to 
20 traffic events for those receiv-
ing crumb rubber at 0.5 or 0.75 in. 
Applying 0.25 in of crumb rubber 
topdressing improved 50% green 
cover values compared to nontop-
dressed control plots but less so 
than applications at 0.5 or 0.75 in. On 
Kentucky bluegrass, Rogers et al. also 
reported that topdressing crumb 
rubber to a minimum depth of 0.25 
in increased turfgrass cover in re-
sponse to traffic events and suggest-
ed that this response may be a result 
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of crumb rubber particles protecting 
plant crowns during traffic applica-
tion. The improved traffic tolerance 
observed herein could be due to 
crumb rubber protecting hybrid 
bermudagrass crowns by attenuating 
impact forces exerted during foot 
strike with the turf canopy. Regard-
less of particle size, all plots receiv-
ing crumb rubber maintained green 
cover longer than non-topdressed 
control plots. Non-topdressed 
control plots were reduced to 50% 
green cover after 12 traffic events 
while those receiving crumb rubber 
topdressing required 19 to 21 traffic 
events to be reduced to 50% green 
cover. However, few differences due 
to crumb rubber particle size were 
observed in our study. 

Crumb rubber topdressing depth 
impacted surface hardness after ap-
plication of 25 traffic events. Surface 
hardness on non-topdressed control 
plots measured 73 Gmax compared 
to 52-57 Gmax for plots topdressed 
to a 0.5 or 0.75 in depth. A similar 
response was observed in our green 
cover data with the 0.25 in topdress-
ing depth having a less pronounced 
effect on hybrid bermudagrass 
athletic field turf than 0.5 or 0.75 in. 
Regardless of crumb rubber particle 
size, every increase in topdressing 
depth resulted in a significant reduc-
tion in surface hardness, similar to 
responses reported by Rogers et al. 
on Kentucky bluegrass. 

All crumb rubber treatments in this 
study increased traffic tolerance 
compared to plots not receiving 
crumb rubber topdressing. All crumb 
rubber topdressing depths in-
creased number of traffic events to 
50% green cover values more than 
50% compared to non-topdressed 
control plots and reduced surface 
hardness. Crumb rubber particle size 
did not have any practically import-
ant differences on green cover or 
surface hardness. Given the respons-
es observed in the current study, 
depth is a more important factor in 
selecting crumb rubber topdressing 
for hybrid bermudagrass athletic 
fields than particle size.

“We Are Not JUST Irrigation”
www.DBCIrrigation.com

5805 E 39th Ave 
Denver, CO 80207

303-295-1777

Denver

7250 W. 116th Place
Broomfield, CO 80020

720 881-7711

Broomfield

1442 Woolsey Heights 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

719-314-4010

Colorado Springs

6222 W 10th Street
Greeley, CO 80634

970-356-7456

Greeley

3810 Norwood Dr
Littleton, CO 80125

303-470-3332

Highlands Ranch

51 1st Avenue
Longmont, CO, 80501

303-678-9929

Longmont

6385 Aviation Circle 
Loveland, CO, 80538

970-461-0600

Loveland-Fort Collins

18810 Longs Way
Parker, CO 80134

303-339-8400

Parker

1890 W. Hamilton Pl 
Sheridan, CO 80110

303-762-9339

Sheridan

12750 W. 42nd Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

720-726-8750

Wheat Ridge

501 Parsley Boulevard 
Cheyenne, WY 82007

307-638-2300

Cheyenne, WY

811 Rankin Road NE
Albuquerque, NM, 87107

505-345-7847

Neumark Irrigation
Albuquerque, NM

Everything you’ve been 
searching for...

high quality sod 

drought tolerant properties

wear resistant

Performs in sun or shade

bigfootturf.com
970-284-6000
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Will your field be ready when 
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Sports
2.0

HD VITALITY

HD Sports 2.0 is the new standard in high density  
performance sports turf sod.  100% Sand Base Sod, 
Grown On Plastic, Lay and Play, 1” and 1.5” thick
Call or click for more information, www.gvt.net

www.gvt.net

Joe Wilkins III 
303 359-5793
joe3@gvt.net

Bruce Scott 
303 726-6148
bruce@gvt.net

Turf Company

Green 
Valley

Nutrients, Protectants, Seed and so much more... 

 

 

 

Call Ben Boehme today:  719‐491‐0591 
GES Sports Turf Specialist 

 

 

 

www.golfenviro.com 

Gary Schinderle 
President/Account Manager 

719‐491‐0590 

GOLF ENVIRO SYSTEMS, INC. 

Colorado Owned & Operated for 26 Years 

CSTMA—2018 Ad 3 3/4 x 4 3/4 

“Experienced Based Solutions” 

800‐225‐1311 

DOES YOUR SPORTS TURF  
STAND OUT IN THE FIELD?  IF  NOT... 
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Q: I have received two questions 
about snow mold disease recently: 
Should we apply a fungicide if we 
plan on covering the field with a 
growth blanket this winter and if 
so, when? And, we can’t spray a 
fungicide before winter for snow 
mold, but if we see damage from 
snow mold on our young ryegrass 
next spring, what should we do? 
  

A: Quick snow mold re-cap: snow 
mold is a common disease prob-
lem in northern states during win-
ter and early spring. Microdochium 
patch/pink snow mold is probably 
the most common snow mold that 
develops during a snow event. In 
the absence of snow the disease 
is referred to as fusarium patch. 
Typhula blight/gray snow mold is 
the second most common snow 
mold. In the case of Typhula blight 
prolonged snow cover is required 
for disease development. Perennial 
ryegrass and annual ryegrass are 
particularly susceptible to snow 

mold, especially on immature, lush, 
succulent stands of grass seeded 
in the fall. If snow mold has been 
an issue in the past, it’s wise to be 
prepared.   

The growth blanket will provide 
environmental conditions not dis-
similar to prolonged snow cover, 
making the turf more suscepti-
ble to snow mold. So yes, if you 
are planning on putting a growth 
blanket on a field over the win-
ter period it is advisable to apply 
a preventative fungicide before 
covering. I assume the reason for 
covering the field is that there are 

Snow Mold Disease 
Pamela Sherratt 

Sports Turf Extention Specialist 
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games scheduled very early in the 
spring. Growth covers that are per-
meable (i.e. breathable) are more 
beneficial than impermeable ones. 
Impermeable covers increase the 
temperature and humidity under 
the cover and so increase the like-
lihood of snow mold. Making one 
application of preventative fungi-
cide just before covering the field, 
or just before the first snow event 
of the season, has been shown 
to be more effective than making 
fungicide applications earlier in 
the fall. Also, a liquid application 
is typically more effective than a 
granular application.  

While it is widely accepted that a 
preventative fungicide is the most 
effective way to prevent snow 
mold problems, there are other 
turf maintenance practices that 
will help minimize snow mold dam-
age and boost the turf plant going 
into the winter season. These 
practices are especially important 
if there are pesticide restrictions 
and a fungicide application can’t 
be made. There really aren’t any 
biological options for snow mold 
prevention or control.  

Snow mold issues are exacerbated 
if the grass is laying over, is cov-
ered in leaves, or has excessive 
thatch. Cultural practices that 
minimize thatch and surface debris 
are important, as is mowing just 
slightly lower than normal during 
the last mow of the season. The 
ultimate goal is to enter the winter 
season with a short, clean sward.   

A common practice on cool-sea-
son turf is to apply a late-season 
fertilizer application with a quick-
release source of nitrogen at the 
end of the growing season, when 
the grass is still green but it has 
stopped growing. This application 
is not the same as a fall fertilizer 
application, when turf is still grow-
ing. Applying quick-release sources 
of nitrogen in the fall should be 
avoided as it leads to lush, weak 
plants going into the winter sea-
son. The crucial difference is that 
the late-season application is made 
when top/leaf growth has stopped 
but soil temperatures are still 
warm enough for nitrogen absorp-
tion. The misconception is that 
the late-season fertilizer applica-
tion encourages or increases the 
severity of snow mold disease, but 
it does not. The late-season fer-
tilizer application will help boost 
turf quality and green-up the 
following spring, without excessive 
top growth. Some care should be 
taken however, to make sure that 
the fertilizer application rate is 
not too high, particularly on sand-
based fields, to prevent nitrogen 
leeching.   

Another pre-winter practice could 
include applications of the plant 
growth regulator trinexapacethyl. 
Applying trinexapac-ethyl between 
July and September does not 
necessarily reduce the incidence 
of snow mold, but it does increase 
levels of fructan in the crown of 
the turf plant, which could im-
prove winter survival and enhance 

turf quality and green-up the fol-
lowing spring.    

In regard to the second question, 
prolonged rainy periods and cool 
to moderate temperatures in early 
spring are ideal conditions to pro-
long the disease, so it may linger 
until warmer and dryer weather 
arrives. A snow mold recovery plan 
would include: Check damaged 
areas by looking at the crowns to 
see if they are alive and producing 
new leaves. Lightly rake the grass 
to promote air circulation and 
encourage light to penetrate the 
canopy, encouraging new shoot 
and leaf development. You want to 
dry the sward.   

If there is any dead and/or mat-
ted leaf tissue, rake and remove it 
immediately. In the case of dead 
turfgrass, renovation of the site 
would be recommended as soon 
as possible. Removing diseased and 
dead material in the spring is an es-
sential part of reducing the source 
of inoculum on the field. Plan to 
overseed with turfgrass varieties 
showing greater genetic resistance 
to snow mold infection.   

Fungicide applications at this time 
will not eliminate the disease from 
affected areas but only protect 
non-infected grass. On high pro-
file-turf, an application of fungicide 
may be warranted.
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Tips for supplying correct �les:

from the 
ground up.

Discover more at 
www.simplotpartners.com
© 2018 J.R. Simplot Company.

Denton Kurtz
Simplot Partners | Colorado
@DentonKurtz_SP
denton.kurtz@simplot.com
cell: (970) 230-0450

Innovation 

Jason Aerni
Simplot Partners | Colorado
@aerniturfguy
jason.aerni@simplot.com
cell: (970) 231-5632

1-800-280-8873 (TURF)  |  www.Gra�sTurf.com

S H O R T  C U T

GTF Kentucky Bluegrass
Our Kentucky Bluegrass blend 
has a beautiful dark green color 
and a soft padding-like texture. 
During summer months, it 
thrives in full sun while 
maintaining the aggressiveness 
to handle the wear and tear.  

• 9 months of green
• Extreme wear resistance

HY-Performance Bluegrass
Bringing together the benefits of 
Kentucky Bluegrass with Texas 
Bluegrass, creating the ultimate 
HY-Performance Blue hybrid 
turf.

• Grows lower and slower than 
most bluegrasses

• Strong disease and resistance
• Highly tolerant of heavy wear

GTF Short Cut
This Bluegrass has a low, 
compact growth habit, making 
it ideal for sports fields. Seed is 
selected from turfgrasses 
shown to demonstrate wear 
tolerance in NTEP turf trials.

• Exceptional in areas of high 
sun exposure

• Superior Winter Hardiness

HY-PERFORMANCE

BLUE

2018  
CALENDAR  
OF EVENTS  

Spring Seminar  
May 22  @ Colorado School of Mines  

Networking Night  
June 2 @ Polo Grounds, Sedalia, CO  

Lawn Mower Open 
July 11  @ Fossil Trace, Golden, CO  

Fall Seminar 
October 16 

Douglas County Fairgrounds, Castle Rock, CO  

Annual Meeting 
@ RMRTA Conference December 5th 
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ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

Portable, electric field 
liner featuring plug-and-
stripe technology. A great 
alternative to aerosols.

GREAT LINES
EASY TO USE

Jay Hayes
720-347-8114
jhayes@pioneerathletics.com

FROM YOUR CSTMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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QA
MEMBER PROFILE

&

1. Where are you from and how 
did you end up where you are to-
day?  I spent the first 26 years of my 
life in Wisconsin.  I was in between 
jobs and I was pondering what I 
wanted to do with the rest of my life.  
I had a friend who worked for the 
Detroit Tigers and every time he told 
me about his job I thought,  “Man I 
would love to do that”.  I went out to 
visit him and see the park, and from 
that point on I knew that’s what I 
wanted to do.  I spent some time 
in Baltimore, Minneapolis, Phoenix, 
Oklahoma, and all those places got 
me to where I am today in Denver.   

2. What attracted you to the 
sports turf profession?  Honestly, 
I was a big sports fan and I like to 
work with my hands and be out-
doors.  I really didn’t know what I was 
getting myself in to until I started my 
first job.  That’s when I transitioned 
from being just a fan of sports to 
actually enjoying maintaining fields 
for a living.   

3. What types of fields do you 
care for?  At my current position 
with the City and County of Denver, 

we take care of about 100 baseball/
softball fields and roughly 250 multi-
use fields grass and synthetic.  On 
baseball fields we really take care of 
the dirt and warning track portions 
of the field and we paint foul lines.  
On our multi-use fields, we install 
and paint rugby, lacrosse, football, 
soccer or any other field you can 
imagine.  We also do some renova-
tion (laser grade, sod, irrigation, and 
fence) work to existing fields in our 
inventory.    

4. What do you enjoy most about 
the sports turf industry?  Besides 
the actual work, I enjoy the people 
and the relationships I have made 
throughout my journey.  Many of 
whom I keep in touch with on a reg-
ular basis to this day.    

5. What do you enjoy the least 
about the sports turf industry?  
The hardest part of the turf industry 
in my opinion is the initial start of 
your career.  When you first start, 
you probably won’t make a lot of 
money and you may have to change 
jobs a lot to get where you want to 
end up.  The hours can be long and 

tough especially if you have a family.  
But if you hang with it, it pays off 
once you get to where you want to 
be.    

6. What is something that you 
have learned working in sports 
turf that you would like to share 
with others?  No matter what the 
task is that you are working on, take 
your time and do it right.  People will 
notice when you cut corners or take 
shortcuts.  You may think no one 
notices the work you do, but they 
do.  They might not tell you if you’re 
doing a good job, but they will tell 
you if something isn’t right. 

7. What would you tell someone 
who is considering the sports turf 
industry for their profession?  I 
would tell them that it can be a lot of 
hard work, but it is very rewarding to 
see the work you do have a positive 
outcome for any athlete big or small 
that uses your fields.  Like any job it 
has its challenges, but a bad day on 
an athletic/baseball field beats most 
good days at an office job. 

Nick Balistrieri
Athletic Field Supervisor
City & County of Denver
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QA
MEMBER PROFILE

&
C o m m e r c i a l

1. How is Simplot Partners in-
volved with CSTMA? Silver Spon-
sorship, Lawn Mower Person Golf 
Tournament

2. What do you wish other people 
knew about CSTMA? How you sup-
port the professionals in your field.

3. What are the responsibilities of 
Simplot Partners? We are a distri-
bution company for Seed, Fertilizer 
and Control Chemicals.

4. What are the most important 
changes that the company has 
seen in sports turf management 
in the past 5-10 years? Less Turf to 
manage

5. You know a lot of sports turf 
managers. What are they saying 
are the biggest obstacles to over-
come for them to be successful? 
Budgets, there low

6. What are Simplot Partners’ pas-
sions and interests with regards 
to CSTMA? Education of cultivation 
techniques and new products in the 
market to help maximize efficiencies 
in their jobs.

7. What might we be surprised 
to know about Simplot Partners? 
That we own BEST fertilizer and 
Jacklin Seed Companies

8. You get to see many facilities 
and field managers. What is one 
of the most resourceful or inno-
vative practices you have seen? 
Jeffco facilities do a great job

Tips for supplying correct �les:

from the 
ground up.

Discover more at 
www.simplotpartners.com
© 2018 J.R. Simplot Company.

Denton Kurtz
Simplot Partners | Colorado
@DentonKurtz_SP
denton.kurtz@simplot.com
cell: (970) 230-0450

Innovation 

Jason Aerni
Simplot Partners | Colorado
@aerniturfguy
jason.aerni@simplot.com
cell: (970) 231-5632
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Vented turf blankets go by different 
names in the industry; “growth 

covers” is perhaps the most common. 
Whatever we call them, they can be 
most valuable tools for any sports field 
manager trying to improve the perfor-
mance and extend the playing season of 
their natural grass playing surfaces.

The better manufacturers can make 
vented turf blankets in almost any shape 
and size. They serve a variety of purpos-
es for turfgrass and sports field man-
agers, but all stem from warming the 
soil and grass canopy using sunlight and 
minimizing radiation heat loss at night. 
Turf blankets are used by field manag-
ers to warm all or part of the playing 
surface in an effort to extend growing 
seasons for natural grass surfaces.

They are also used to enhance seed 
germination and grass growth and 
development when normal climatic con-
ditions would otherwise keep or put the 
turfgrass into a slowed state or dorman-
cy. They are made of a lightweight, high-
tech woven plastic material that can 
be installed with as few as 1-4 people in 
light wind conditions (depending on size 
of the cover) and 2-8 people in higher 
winds (10-15 mph), in my experience.

The result is a simple, easy tool for field 
managers to see sometimes dramatic 
results with proper use. Even if your 
current budget has little room this year, 
try getting a small, vented turf blanket 
that covers a critical, high-use area of 
your field, for example one soccer goal 
mouth. When the field stakeholders and 
decision-makers see the results, you will 
stand a better chance to fund more or 
larger covers as you may need.

Vented covers work the same reason 
your car heats up when you leave the 
windows up in the sun. A vented cover 
allows sunlight to pass through (translu-
cence) to the surface. The surface (soil 
and grass in our example) is warmed 
by the sun, re-radiating longer wave 
infrared heat. Much of these heat waves 
are reflected by the cover material 
back down to the surface. In this way, 
the cover traps and builds heat energy 
underneath the cover. The result is the 
turfgrass growing in temperatures up to 
35 degrees higher in certain situations 
than conditions outside the cover, in my 
experience.

Second, the vented turf blanket can trap 
and hold heat from escaping at night 
due to this shortwave/longwave “green-
house effect.” Especially on cloudless, 
clear nights when temperatures can 
plummet, vented turf covers can hold 
in some of the trapped heat overnight. 
This may also help to minimize the po-
tential for direct low temperature injury 
(DLTI) to the turfgrass.

Third, a vented turf blanket can min-
imize the chances of cool and cold 
season desiccation (drying out) of the 
turf and hold moisture in the seedbed 
for seeding and overseeding.

The vented design allows for gaseous 
exchange, getting needed oxygen to 
the turf and releasing built up carbon 
dioxide from respiration. The woven 
design also allows some heat out to 
minimize potential for high temperature 
stresses on the grass and even some 
injury in extreme cases. As such, vented 
turf blankets are not designed to be 
used in the hot months. Always monitor 
temperatures and conditions under 

your cover frequently. Temps can build 
up fairly rapidly in certain conditions.

Day length will affect the amount of 
warming, and the higher sun angles of 
spring and fall will intensify the heating 
compared to the lower sun angles of 
winter.

“Cheap is not less expensive” applies 
well to vented turf blankets. There is a 
lot of technology in the higher quality 
vented turf blankets that you don’t real-
ly notice, but these technologies make a 
huge difference in performance.

The quality of the material used to make 
the cover is key. Woven polyethylene 
fabrics are not a highly durable product. 
They may break down quickly from UV 
radiation in sunlight, especially in certain 
climates. The woven construction can 
come apart. Tears can keep going.

The better manufacturers have solved 
this issue with colored lace coat-
ings, which not only add tremendous 
strength to the woven cover, it also 
allows the edges of the cover to remain 
free of sewn seams and grommets. The 
edges don’t fray and you can pin the 
covers down as tightly as needed, plac-
ing powder-coated pink pins wherever 
you need them, even out in the middle 
of the cover to baffle wind waves. If you 
happen to get a tear in the cover, it will 
not advance with this technology.

Another advantage of this technology 
is that it will allow you cut and fit your 
vented turf blanket to the specific shape 
of your field or area. Higher quality 
covers are also treated with a UV-resis-
tant protectant to extend the life of the 
fabric of the covers.

Basics of How a Vented
Turf Blanket Works

Ross Kurcab, CSFM 
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Tips for using blankets

Vented turf blankets are a versatile turf 
management tool and can be used to 
achieve a variety of objectives. A few 
simple tips on their use and mainte-
nance:

Make sure it is safe to push 6-inch pink 
anchor pins into your surface without 
hitting dangerous or damageable field 
components or underground elements.

Storage, deployment and uncovering: 
From my experience, it’s worth storing 
your vented turf blankets indoors to 
limit UV degradation and other forms 
of weathering. How you fold and store 
your cover(s) depends on your storage 
capacity and the size of the cover(s). 
Small covers can simply be unpinned 
and folded up by hand like a bed sheet. 
Large pieces, like part of a full-field turf 
blanket system, can still be folded, but 
the size and weight will require more 
people.

I have used two different ways to do 
this: Large area covers are typically 
folded in successive halves to create a 
long, skinny run of folded covers. From 
here the cover can be rolled up onto a 
large diameter tarp drum, maybe rolled 
onto one of the new custom lightweight 
inflatable drums or folded in successive 
halves lengthwise to create a square, 
folded cover on top of a solid-topped 
pallet. Each situation is different.

For breezy conditions, you can leave 
one edge pinned down as you fold in 
half a couple of times to fit your needs. 
This can also be done during a breezy 
deployment of the covers.

Always walk the edges and any other 
area where pink anchor pins were used 
during deployment to make certain 
none are left in the field.

In the mornings, covers can sometimes 
be wet and heavier from condensation 
under the cover under certain condi-
tions. The covers dry quickly with a little 

sun or wind, making them lighter to 
handle.

Be sure to secure any field irriga-
tion system before you deploy your 
field covers. You don’t want irriga-
tion zones and heads popping up and 
washing out under the cover. You can 
however irrigate over the top off the 
cover with hoses and/or water cannons 
as needed.

In terms of maintenance, there is hardly 
any. The covers tend to be “self-clean-
ing” whenever you get a good rain or 
irrigation over the top. If, with a lot of 
use, the edges of your high-quality vent-
ed turf cover get a little beat up from 
constant pinning and unpinning, you 
can simply cut back an inch or so on the 
edges to get a clean start. You can’t do 
this with the less expensive imitations, 
and also why I don’t prefer grommets 
on my vented covers.

Ross Kurcab, CSFM, is president of the sports field/turfgrass 
consulting firm Championship Sports Turf Systems, LLC; 
Turf444@gmail.com and @NaturalGrassMan.

1. Sunlight
(shorter wavelength radiation) from the 
sun. 2. Some sunlight re�ects o� cover.

6. Some heat passes through cover, out to the atmosphere.

Blanket is woven to
allow gaseous

exchange between
atmosphere and

turfgrass under the
cover. This allows

adequate oxygen for
the plant and

minimizes potential
for CO2 build-up and

overheating.
3. Much of the sunlight easily
passes through the “translucent”
cover and into soil and grass 
canopy.

PAR (photosynthetically active 
radiation) mostly red and blue 
spectrum, can be used by grass 
plant for sustenance.

4. Sunlight warms the soil 
and grass canopy.

5. Warming soil and grass re-radiate 
energy as infrared energy (longer 
wave radiation).

7. Much of the infrared waves re�ected by 
cover back to soil, which is warmed further 
in this “feedback loop”. This same e�ect 
minimizes soil heat loss at night.
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Determining the best mowing 
height can be debated for all 

regions and turfgrass species. Cut-
ting at the ideal height, regardless 
of season and conditions, results 
in lush, healthy lawns that fend 
off weeds, drought and disease. 
Cutting too low, and especially to 
the bottom of the grass crowns, 
results in lawns that cannot resist 
weeds. Read what these LawnSite 
members discuss for determining 
lawn height for winter.

1STRIPER1: We live in northwestern 
Wisconsin (USDA zone 3B-4A) and 
have the typical turfgrass for this 
part of the country. Sixty percent 
bluegrass, 25 percent fescue and 15 
percent perennial ryegrass. For the 
last mowing of the year before the 
snow fl ies, I’ve been trying to keep 
the height at about 1.75 inches. 
Starting in August, I gradually take 
the lawn down from 3.5 inches 
(mid-summer height) to the final 
1.75 inches, then in spring, I gradu-
ally increase the height. I fertilize 
three to four times per year, de-
pending how hot and dry the sum-
mer is. What are your thoughts on 
the final winter height?

KerbDMK: You are going to get a 
million different opinions on this, 
but I’m going to assume you are 
lowering your cut for good reasons 
that you have not explained to us 
in the fall. It would be my opinion 
that you should let the grass grow 
to the height you want to keep it 
for the summer before you mow 
in the spring. I recommend that 
you do some research of university 
information and decide what you 
want to do.

Mr Efficiency: I used to mow all the 
time lower in spring, summer and 
fall — until this year. I am keeping 
height up until just before the first 
snow. Leaves are a little more dif-
ficult to blow but I am convinced 
after my yearlong test on my own 

lawn that high mowing height 
is much better for the health of 
the turf and the environment. My 
final cut before snow falls will be 
around 2 inches but keeping it high 
until the last minute so the turf 
can get as much sunlight on long 
blades and continues to shade out 
any fall weeds that may want to 
grow.

KerbDMK: Just for the record I’m 
planning to do the same as Mr 
Efficiency this year because I have 
problems with voles and snow 
mold. If you don’t have those kinds 
of problems, you are better off not 
lowering the cut at all. The longer 
grass will help to prevent winter 
desiccation. I like to encourage 
people to fnd out why they are do-
ing things the way are doing them. 
The universities have all of that 
information readily available and 
they have actually studied those 
things for many years. It’s difficult 
for any of us to give you all of the 
answers you may need and we 
often don’t know all of the particu-
lars of your individual situation.

River: I just cut at 3.5 to 4 inches 
just like normal. If I cut it too low, 
it just gets snow mold. And we get 
serious snow from Lake Michigan.

Mark Oomkes: Mice (vole) tracks 
are not harmful, maybe a bit 
unsightly, but they go away quick-
ly. The voles are still there going 
through your lawn, they just aren’t 
as visible. Snow mold is not in and 
of itself caused by leaving the grass 
cut longer.

Deciding On Final
Winter Height for 
Turfgrass 

Lawnsite - Turf Magazine

Patriot
Services: We

maintain cut height
right into dormancy
and semi-dormancy.
We cut biweekly
through winter at the
same height. Bermuda
and Zoysia gets a
scalp and verticut in
spring.
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PRO LEAGUE® INFIELD CONDITIONERS

Use Turface® Pro League® Infi eld Conditioners 

and Turface SlideMaster™ Topdressing to craft a 

high-performance infi eld surface that optimizes 

playability and player safety while minimizing moisture 

and maintenance. And with our uniform particle sizing 

and vivid product color options, you’ll also generate a 

big-league look, for the ultimate home fi eld advantage.

The #1 Conditioner for Safe & Playable Fields

Visit Turface.com to check out
our winning product lineup!

Your Home Field Advantage™

®

Proposed HGT logo

Logo with yellow background

Logo in black and white

T E C H N O LO G Y

healthy grass

T E C H N O LO G Y

healthy grass

TM

s u p e r c h a r g e d 
b e n t g r a s s

s u p e r c h a r g e d 
b e n t g r a s s

With Yellow Jacket ® Enhanced Seed Coating

We want to provide 
more avenues for our 

members to stay connected.  
CSTMA members can use 
social media for networking, 
sharing experiences with our 
peers and opening discussions 
about sports turf management.  
Please join us in our goal to 
keep all of our members as 
connected and informed as 
possible.  

Like us on Facebook!  Go to 
www.facebook.com/CSTMA and 
“like” our page to begin seeing 
our posts on your Facebook 
newsfeed.  We will be posting 
information about upcoming 
events as well as photos from 
each event held.    Feel free to 
post your own photos of your 
fields or your ongoing projects.  
We would love to see what 
you’re working on!   

Follow us on Twitter @
CSTMA_turf.  On Twitter we 
can connect with turf industry 
professionals locally, nationally 
and internationally!  Follow 
us to see our tweets on 
your timeline.  We will tweet 
information about upcoming 
events, photos and re-tweets of 
turf related topics.   

Join our LinkedIn 
discussion group “Colorado 
Sports Turf managers 
Association”.  LinkedIn provides 
a great discussion forum to 
help you get information from 
other turf managers.  

Members of our social media 
groups will be entered to win 
prizes at our CSTMA events!  

The Social Media Connection
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Amy Cuddy, a psychologist at the 
Harvard Business School, has been 

studying first impressions for more than 
a decade. She and her colleagues found 
that we make snap judgments about 
other people that answer two primary 
questions:
•  Can I trust this person?
•  Can I respect this person’s 
 capabilities?

According to Cuddy’s research, 80% to 
90% of a first impression is based on 
these two traits.

We often assume that competence is the 
most important factor, and people have a 
tendency to play this up when they meet 
someone; however, Cuddy’s research 
shows that trust is the most important 
factor. In order for your competence 
to matter, people must trust you first. If 
there’s no trust, people actually perceive 
competence as a negative. As Cuddy said, 
“A warm, trustworthy person who is also 
strong elicits admiration, but only after 
you’ve achieved trust does your strength 
become a gift rather than a threat.”

How to Master the Art of 
the First Impression
Since it only takes seconds for some-
one to decide if you’re trustworthy and 
competent, and research shows that first 
impressions are very difficult to change, 
the pressure that comes with meeting 
new people is justifiably intense.

If you try to project confidence but ha-
ven’t first established trust, your efforts 
will backfire. No one wants to end up 
respected but disliked. As Cuddy said, 
“If someone you’re trying to influence 
doesn’t trust you, you’re not going to 
get very far; in fact, you might even elicit 
suspicion, because you come across as 
manipulative.”

Once you recognize the importance of 

trustworthiness over competence, you 
can take control of the first impressions 
you make. Here are some tips to help 
you make that happen the next time you 
meet someone new:

Let the person you’re meeting speak first. 
Let them take the lead in the conver-
sation, and you can always ask good 
questions to help this along. Taking the 
floor right away shows dominance, and 
that won’t help you build trust. Trust and 
warmth are created when people feel 
understood, and they need to be doing a 
lot of sharing for that to happen.

Use positive body language. Becoming 
cognizant of your gestures, expressions, 
and tone of voice and making certain 
they’re positive will draw people to you 
like ants to a picnic. Using an enthusiastic 
tone, uncrossing your arms, maintaining 
eye contact, and leaning towards the 
speaker are all forms of positive body lan-
guage, which can make all the difference.

Put away your phone. It’s impossible to 
build trust and monitor your phone at 
the same time. Nothing turns people off 
like a mid-conversation text message or 
even a quick glance at your phone. When 
you commit to a conversation, focus all 
your energy on the conversation. You will 
find that conversations are more enjoy-
able and effective when you immerse 
yourself in them.

Make time for small talk. It might sound 
trivial, but research shows that starting 
meetings with just five minutes of small 
talk gets better results. Many trust build-
ers, such as small talk, can seem a waste 
of time to people who don’t understand 
their purpose.

Practice active listening. Active listening 
means concentrating on what the other 
person is saying, rather than planning 
what you’re going to say next. Asking 

insightful questions is a great way to illus-
trate that you’re really paying attention. If 
you’re not checking for understanding or 
asking a probing question, you shouldn’t 
be talking. Not only does thinking about 
what you’re going to say next take your 
attention away from the speaker, hijack-
ing the conversation shows that you think 
you have something more important to 
say. This means that you shouldn’t jump 
in with solutions to the speaker’s prob-
lems. It’s human nature to want to help 
people, but what a lot of us don’t realize 
is that when we jump in with advice or a 
solution, we’re shutting the other person 
down and destroying trust. It’s essentially 
a more socially acceptable way of saying, 
“Okay, I’ve got it. You can stop now!” The 
effect is the same.

Do your homework. People love it when 
you know things about them that they 
didn’t have to share. Not creepy stuff, but 
simple facts that you took the time to 
learn from their LinkedIn page or com-
pany website. While this may not work 
for chance encounters, it’s crucial when 
a first meeting is planned ahead of time, 
such as a job interview or a consultation 
with a potential client. Find out as much 
as you can about all the people you’re 
meeting, their company, their compa-
ny’s primary challenges, and so on. This 
demonstrates competence and trustwor-
thiness by highlighting your initiative and 
responsibility.

Bringing It All Together
It’s the little things that make a first im-
pression a good one, and the importance 
of establishing trust cannot be overstat-
ed. Now if someone would just tell this to 
the politicians!

What do you do to convey trustwor-
thiness to the people you meet? Please 
share your thoughts in the comments 
section below, as I learn just as much 
from you as you do from me.

2 Snap Judgments 
People Make When 
They First Meet You 

Dr. Travis Bradberry
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NEWSTRIPE’s NEW FIELD LINE UP 
HashMark Master II ™  Hash mark Painter  

Save time and money with the new 
HashMark Master II™ hash marker 

 5x faster than other methods  
 No measuring, stringing or templates  
 One person can easily operate 
 Works on High or Low Pressure Machines 

 FieldLiner ™ 3  Field Striper  

1-800-624-6706  |  www.newstripe.com Made in the USA 

Paint– and Go™ Hash Mark  Painter  

The all new Paint-and-Go™ is a fast, 
inexpensive and simple way to paint 
your football field’s hash marks.   

 Mounts to rear of Newstripe stripers 
 No heavy templates to carry 
 One person can easily operate 

The FieldLiner 3™ sets a new 
standard for economical field 
marking equipment. This low 
cost machine stripes faster than 
aerosol machines and produces 
a better quality line.  

 Stripe 25-30% faster than  
aerosols 

 Handle folds for easy 
transport and storage 

 Removable spray gun for 
curves  and stencils 

 Add the optional CO2 Power 
Pack to eliminate hand 
pumping   

Sod quality 
Bluegrass and Tall Fescues

Specialty Turf Mixes

Helping you grow... one seed at a time!

Turf Sales
Ron Retzlaff
303-746-0947

rretzlaff@buffalobrandseed.com
Michael Hays
970-356-4710

mhays@buffalobrandseed.com 

101 East 4th Street Rd., Greeley CO 80631

CSTMA ad.indd   1 5/9/2017   12:22:45 PM

ST BASE

DURAEDGE ENGINEERED
INFIELD MIXES

PROSLIDE ENGINEERED
TOPDRESSING

INNOVATIVE GROOMERS
FROM ABI SPORTS TURF

NDBASE RDBASE
THE RIGHT

FOUNDATION
THE RIGHT

TOPDRESSING
THE RIGHT

EQUIPMENT

Learn more at www.duraedge.com or contact your
local representative, Jamie Farquhar at (724) 870-4375

MORE GAMES • SAFER GAMES • LESS MAINTENANCE
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Environmental Facility Certification Program  
STMA has officially launched its Environmental Facility Certification Program. The 
program was developed to help document the environmental stewardship of STMA 
members and is awarded to the facility. The first step is to conduct an electronic as-
sessment of 10 areas – either for your athletic complex or for a single field.   

After you have completed the assessment, STMA will score it. If you have achieved 80 
percent compliance on each of the 10 sections, you will be notified that you passed. 
The next step is to engage an attester who can do a walk-through of the facility 

with you to validate your environmental practices. Qualified attesters include an academic in the field of turf 
management or a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM). STMA will provide an electronic assessment form 
to the attester. If the attester verifies your practices, the facility will be designated an STMA Certified Facility 
for Environmentally Responsible Management. You can choose recognition for your facility through a plaque 
or a banner. A $100 fee will be charged once your facility achieves certification, which includes the recognition 
materials.  

If you do not achieve the 80 percent passing score, you have one year to re-assess the sections that you did 
not pass. Certification is valid for three years; after that time period, the process will need to be repeated. If a 
sports turf manager leaves a facility, the facility still maintains its certification until the end of the three-year 
period.   

If you have questions, please call STMA Headquarters at 800-323-3875.

The 2018 Colorado Sports Turf 
Managers Association Board 
would like to offer you a look at 
continuing education or assisting 
in your degree program to be a 
Sports Turf Manager. In years past 
only students were able to receive 
these benefits. Please look over the 
different scholarship programs we 
now offer and think about further-
ing your education. 

CSTMA is committed to allowing all 
Sports turf personnel the option to 
better themselves through this new 
program. Visit our website at www.
cstma.org under CSTMA Resourc-
es, to download the application 
and instructions to get you started 
down the path to receive one of 
these great benefits.

Two Year Horticulture Student  
Scholarship- $500 each   
2 Will Be Awarded 
• Student must be enrolled full time at a 2 

year college in Colorado 
• Student must be a member of CSTMA 
• Enrolled to attend classes towards a 

degree or certificate in a sports turf 
industry field                  

Four Year Horticulture Student  
Scholarship - $1,000  
2 Will Be Awarded 
• Student must be enrolled full time at a 

4-year college in Colorado 
• Student must be a member of CSTMA 
• Enrolled to attend classes towards a 

degree or certificate in a sports turf 
industry field                   

Employee Continuing Education 
Scholarship- $500 each   
4 Will Be Awarded 
• Employee must be employed full time 
• Employee may not be enrolled full time 

at a college 
• Studies must be sports turf industry 

specific 
• Employee must be a member of CSTMA 

in good standing                   

CSFM Scholarship- $350 each 
• Must be a STMA & CSTMA member in 

good standing 
• Scholarship will be paid once comple-

tion of the CSFM certificate is provided 
to the board.   

• Member must work in the Sports Turf 
Industry 

• Must apply before taking CSFM exam                   

2018 CSTMA Scholarships 
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SOD-QUALITY 
SEED 

GUARANTEED

Pawnee Buttes Seed Inc.  
605 25th Street, Greeley, CO 80632 

(970) 356-7002   •  (1-800) 782-5947 
Don Hijar     Dave Rady   

 Andrew Dickinson     Donald Schoderbek     
info@pawneebuttesseed.com 
www.pawneebuttesseed.com

You can't fumble 
when you pick 
Pawnee Buttes 

Seed!! 
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Contact us: 
Kevin Wood  720.503.6627
Ed Gurza  970.215.7254
Troy Smith 602.284.8274

EwingIrrigation.com

Infield Conditioners 

Packing Clay

Field Marking Paint & Supplies  

Hoses, Nozzles & Accessories  

Maintenance Tools 

Field Accessories 

Hitter’s Mats & Turf 

Fertilizer, Seed & Chemicals 

Ewing is the largest, 100% family-owned landscape 
supplier in the Rocky Mountains. 

PHOTO QUIZ    
FROM PAGE 3    

Remedy: A large main break in the turf caused some rocks and gravel to become displaced. The master valve 
shut off the flow and the break was isolated and repaired.

SOLUTIONS
DELIVERING 

TSP CSTMA FEB 18 R1_1-25-18

We deliver 
Sports Turf 
solutions in 
MORE ways 
than one.

turffuel.com

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

877-881-0436  |  target-specialty.com

Contact our Denver Sales Representatives.

Daryl Dinkel 970-214-7101  |  daryl.dinkel@target-specialty.com

Jeff Elliott 970-214-7205  |  jeff.elliott@target-specialty.com

Denver, CO 
555 W 48th Avenue
Suite C
Denver, CO 80216

•	 A	complete	line	of	quality,	effective		
products	in	stock

•	 Staff	that	provides	enhanced	industry	
experience,	expertise	and	solutions

•	 With	over	40	Locations	–	a	National	
presence	providing	same-day	or	next-day	
delivery	in	most	regions

•	 Specialized	Training	and	education	by	
industry	experts,	with	opportunity	to	earn	
CEU	credits



8000A E-Cut™ Hybrid Mower
• TechControl™ Display locks in 

performance and uptime
• Final Tier 4 without sacrificing  

horsepower
• Proven hybrid design eliminates  

hydraulics from reel circuit
• Highly maneuverable, 3-wheel  

low PSI smooth tire configuration

BUILT ON
ULTIMATE CUT QUALITY.

COLORADO SPRINGS
7380 Space Village Ave 
719-550-0680

PARKER
19020 Longs Way 
303-841-2299

Visit us online at www.PBEquip.com.
Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Sat 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

ELIZABETH
5475 Hwy 86 
720-644-4709



DON’T MISS THIS EVENT!
Annual Meeting
December 5th

RMRTA Conference
THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN HALF-TIME

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
COLORADO SPORTS TURF MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

WINTER 2018

Feature Article...
Basics of How A Vented 

Turf Blanket Works

Infield Mixes

Warning Tracks

Sports Clay

Laser Grading/Lip Repair

Mound Construction 

Aeration

Topdressing

Professional Installations

Free Field Audits

Maintenance Programs

Better on athletes. Even Better on your bottom line. 

From engineering to procurement and from construction to finished product All-American 
Sports Material is your turn key solution. 
• Specialize in product specification and coordination with architects and engineers to 

ensure the best field performance, wear-tolerance, and stability for your project.
• We guarantee the highest-level of project management while constructing the safe  

and durable new field. 

               YOur turnkey solution for athletic sports fields.

AllAmericanSportsMaterial.com    |   Bill Schell  970.539.1418   |   Sean Lydon  970.573.9047    |    Tom Martin  970.371.2985

Your vision. our material.
organic lock pathways




